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HEALTH & SAFETY DATA SHEET

LIMESTONE AGGREGATE
APPLICATION
Limestone (calcium carbonate) aggregate is a natural material extracted from the Gurney Slade Quarry in the Mendips, Somerset. It is used for many construction applications, including ready mixed concrete, asphalt, masonry units (blocks), dry stone (road sub-base, scalpings, etc) and general building useage.
PHYSICAL & CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Limestone aggregate is a hard rock with a low absorption value, generally less than 1.0% by weight. It has a low petrographical risk  relating to ASR (alkali-silica reation) when use for concrete production. This material consists of greater than 90.0% calcium carbonate.
MAIN HAZARDS

Contact with any dust prone material should be minimized and excessive exposure can cause skin diseases.
Allergic and Irritant contact dermatitis is caused by excessive and repeated skin contact.
Limestone aggregate is an abrasive material, wet or dry.


The surface treatment and cutting of aggregate can create dust which if inhaled in excessive quantities over extended periods, can constitute a long term health hazard.

PRECAUTIONS
Direct skin contact over excessive periods should be avoided.  


Inhalation of aggregate dust should be avoided.

PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
Protective clothing should be worn to ensure protection to suit the operation employed.
Respiratory protective equipment should be worn during the surface treatment or cutting of aggregate where dust is generated.

TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE DISPOSAL
The carriage of aggregate is not subject to hazardous substance conveyance regulations and vehicle labelling is not required.  In the event of spillage, the main danger being trip/fall hazard.


Unused aggregate is inert but should be disposed of in accordance with local legal requirements.

STORAGE
Aggregates may be stored in stockpiles, ideally covered or dampened to reduce dust emissions, and separately for different grades/types of material to avoid contamination.
Large stockpiles of aggregate can become unstable and should be stored accordingly to local and National recommended ‘best technique’ practices should be applied.

If you require any further information please contact your supplier.

EMERGENCY ACTION

Where skin contact occurs with aggregate, thorough washing of skin with a mild soap compound will suffice. Where eye contact occurs the area must be immediately and thoroughly irrigated with water.


In all cases of doubt, or where symptoms persist, medical advice should be obtained.

For further information please contact either; S. Morris Ltd or Morris & Perry Ltd.
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